NHS

Resolution

8th Floor,

10 South Colonnade
Canary Wharf

London

E14 4PU

Telephone: 020 7811 2700

May 2022
FOI_5405

The following information was requested on 11" April 2022:

| would be absolutely interested in NHS data for Vascular Surgery closed cases from 2001-
2020 to compare with the Canadian data for the same time period.

The number of claims received for the specialty - | would like to get data from 2001-2020 for
Vascular Surgery the number of claims in the UK and Ireland.

My plan would be an annual number and create a chart- to demonstrate an increase or
decrease or stable number of cases over 2001-2020.

The number of claims closed with no damages paid; (please provide the time period you would
like the data to cover) - Closed cases from 2001-2020 for Vascular Surgery;

The number of claims closed with damages paid and associated costs; (please provide the time
period you would like the data to cover) - Closed cases from 2001-2020 for Vascular Surgery;

A breakdown by injury of the number of claims closed with damages paid and associated costs;
(please provide the time period you would like the data to cover) - Closed cases from 2001-

2020 for Vascular Surgery;

A breakdown by cause of the number of claims closed with damages paid and associated costs;
(please provide the time period you would like the data to cover) - from 2001-2020;

Our Response

Thank you for your request for information. Please find attached the requested
information. Please note we only hold information for England.

Table 1 shows — Number of cases (includes incidents) received between financial
years 2001/02 to 2020/21, for claims where the specialty was 'Vascular Surgery'.



Please note claims notified/received and open are not guaranteed to be settled in the
same year and can take many years to be concluded. Claims notified/received in any
given year will often relate to incidents that have occurred many years prior. Due to the
nature of clinical negligence claims and the level of investigation needed to bring them
to a resolution, claims received and notified in a specific year may take years to settle.

Many of the claims notified will have been repudiated and settled without damages
paid.

Please also note that the data shows an increase in claims received between the
financial years 2013/14 - 2020/21. This is a reflection of the nature of individual claims
received by NHS Resolution, which can vary significantly. As such, these fluctuations
cannot be interpreted as trends.

Table 2 shows — Number and Cost of Claims Closed between financial years 2001/02
to 2020/21, for claims where the specialty was 'Vascular Surgery' with damages paid
(includes the damages paid to date for any claims settled on a periodical payment order
basis).

The information disclosed includes Periodical payment order (PPO) payments made
during 2001/02 — 2020/21. PPOs are an agreement between the parties, to pay an
initial lump sum and regular future payments covering the injured party’s ongoing care
needs, usually for life.

Please also note that the data shows an increase in damages and costs paid in relation
to claims closed in the financial years 2017/18 - 2019/20. This is a reflection of the
nature of individual claims received by NHS Resolution, which can vary significantly. As
such, these fluctuations cannot be interpreted as trends.

Table 3 shows — Number and Cost of Claims Closed between financial years 2001/02
to 2020/21, for claims where the specialty was 'Vascular Surgery' with NIL damages
paid.

Table 4 shows — Analysis of Primary Injuries for successful Claims Closed between
financial years 2001/02 to 2020/21 with a damages payment, for claims where the
specialty was 'Vascular Surgery' (includes the damages paid to date for any claims
settled on a periodical payment order basis)

Table 5 shows - Analysis of Primary Causes for Claims Closed between financial years
2001/02 to 2020/21 with a damages payment, for claims where the specialty was
'Vascular Surgery' (includes the damages paid to date for any claims settled on a
periodical payment order basis)

Table 4 — 5:-
We have supressed low figures as we believe that disclosure of information with this
level of granularity is exempt under Section 40(2) by virtue of section 40(3A)(a) of the



FOI Act, where disclosure to a member of the public would contravene one or more of
the data protection principles. The data protection principles are set out in Article 5 of
the General Data Protection Regulation. We take the view that it would not be fair or
lawful (given the sensitive and confidential nature of the information held) to disclose
such information, and any disclosure would therefore contravene the first data
protection principle.

In some instances the low numbers of claims (fewer than 5) in each category, the
likelihood exists that individuals who are the subject of this information may be identified
either from this information alone, or in combination with other available information. In
addition to this, as this information is considered to be sensitive personal data (the data
subjects’ medical condition); NHS Resolution believes it has a greater responsibility to
protect those individuals identities’, as disclosure could potentially cause damage
and/or distress to those involved. Where we are in the territory of such small numbers in
the attached, we have used a ‘# symbol in the relevant field. You should still be able to
see aggregate/total details for higher level fields containing this data.

If you would like to know how data is categorised in our Claims database please see
the following link: Glossary

This concludes our response to your request.

If you are not satisfied with the service that you have received in response to your
information request, it is open to you to make a complaint and request a formal review
of our decisions. If you choose to do this, you should write to Tinku Mitra, Deputy
Director of Corporate and Information Governance, Data Protection Officer for NHS
Resolution, within 28 days of your receipt of this reply. Reviews of decisions made in
relation to information requests are carried out by a person who was not involved in the
original decision-making about the request.

If you are not content with the outcome of your complaint, you may apply directly to the
Information Commissioner for a review of the decision. Generally, the Information
Commissioner will not make a decision unless you have exhausted the local complaints
procedure. The address of the Information Commissioner’s Office is:

Woycliffe House
Water Lane
Wilmslow
Cheshire

SK9 5AF

https://ico.org.uk/



https://resolution.nhs.uk/resources/understanding-nhs-resolution-data/
mailto:tinku.mitra@nhsla.com
https://ico.org.uk/
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Table 1: Number of cases (includes incidents) received between financial years 2001/02 to 2020/21, for claims where the specialty was
'Vascular Surgery'

Notifications Y

2001/02 59
2002/03 60
2003/04 41
2004/05 43
2005/06 62
2006/07 43
2007/08 55
2008/09 49
2009/10 54
2010/11 86
2011/12 92
2012/13 96
2013/14 131
2014/15 117
2015/16 136
2016/17 140
2017/18 126
2018/19 131
2019/20 148
2020/21 142
Grand Total 1,811
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Table 2: Number and Cost of Claims Closed between financial years 2001/02 to 2020/21, for
claims where the specialty was '"Vascular Surgery' with damages paid (includes the damages
paid to date for any claims settled on a periodical payment order basis)

Closed_Settled Y
Claim_Outcome_FOI Damages Paid

Year of Closure i
Damages NHS Legal Claimant

(Settlement Year for No. of Claims Legal Costs Total Paid

PPOSs) Paid Costs Paid Paid

2001/02 22 1,691,934 342,829 447,101 2,481,864
2002/03 27 2,852,165 469,524 797,598 4,119,287
2003/04 20 556,194 205,885 242,606 1,004,685
2004/05 41 2,076,689 322,798 739,258 3,138,745
2005/06 18 1,247,471 250,028 487,301 1,984,799
2006/07 25 1,816,426 384,698 727,993 2,929,118
2007/08 29 1,543,339 494,288 833,718 2,871,345
2008/09 28 2,971,723 500,813 | 1,264,835 4,737,371
2009/10 34 1,702,724 384,727 | 1,043,744 3,131,195
2010/11 41 5,723,408 757,689 @ 2,311,045 8,792,142
2011/12 52 5,326,653 546,198 | 2,048,990 7,921,841
2012/13 43 5,736,059 685,417 | 2,503,554 8,925,030
2013/14 53 9,356,081 750,080 = 2,792,690 | 12,898,851
2014/15 58 9,526,927 | 1,103,885 | 4,326,520 | 14,957,331
2015/16 53 6,342,695 818,755 | 3,624,655 | 10,786,104
2016/17 82 5,483,897 @ 1,282,402 | 4,757,549 | 11,523,849
2017/18 64 | 12,819,155 1,697,437 @ 7,118,200 | 21,634,792
2018/19 89 | 15,506,399 | 2,022,848 6,846,704 | 24,375,951
2019/20 90 | 14,693,807 | 1,708,424 6,969,007 | 23,371,237
2020/21 88 9,956,311 1,748,707 | 6,603,077 = 18,308,095
Grand Total 957 | 116,930,057 16,477,432 56,486,143 | 189,893,633
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Table 3: Number and Cost of Claims Closed between financial years 2001/02 to 2020/21,
for claims where the specialty was 'Vascular Surgery' with NIL damages paid

Closed_Settled Y
Claim_Outcome_FOI  NIL Damages

Year of Closure Claimant
(Settlement Year for No. of Claims

Damages NHS Legal

Paid Costs Paid Legal Costs Total Paid

PPOs) Paid

2001/02 17 0| 98274 0 98274
2002/03 26 0 195341 9,750 | 205,091
2003/04 27 0| 77,249 0 77,249
2004/05 24 0 173,293 0 173,293
2005/06 25 0 54,200 0 54,200
2006/07 19 0 93,824 0 93,824
2007/08 24 0| 66117 117 | 66,234
2008/09 12 0 37,321 21,132 | 58,453
2009/10 20 0 91,700 0 91,700
2010/11 20 0 91,550 0 91,550
2011/12 21 0 124,442 0 124,442
2012/13 20 0 103,799 0 103,798
2013/14 28 0| 144,849 0 144,849
2014/15 35 0 76,180 0 76,180
2015/16 40 0 256,808 2,600 259,408
2016/17 48 0 325,031 1,432 | 326,463
2017/18 54 0 204,784 3,750 | 208,534
2018/19 41 0 240,575 0 240,575
2019/20 47 0 315495 0 315495
2020/21 42 0 325559 0 325559
Grand Total 590 0 | 3,096,390 38,781 | 3,135,170
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Table 4: Analysis of Primary Injuries for Claims Closed between financial years 2001/02 to 2020/21 with a damages payment, for claims
where the specialty was 'Vascular Surgery' (includes the damages paid to date for any claims settled on a periodical payment order

basis)

Closed_Settled
Claim_Outcome_FOI

No. of Claims

Damages Paid

Damages Paid

NHS Legal

Claimant Legal

Total Paid

Year of Closure (Settlement Year for PPOs)

Costs Paid

Costs Paid

Adtnl/unnecessary Operation(s) 91 3,875,990 972,197 3,561,988 8,410,175
Amputation - Lower 262 67,910,050 8,173,241 26,360,893 102,444,185
Amputation - Upper 25 6,516,575 666,411 2,100,688 9,283,674
Cosmetic Disfigurement # # # # #
Fatality 115 5,438,219 1,048,652 4,041,683 10,528,554
Hernia # # # # #
Nerve Damage 76 5,638,573 1,168,003 4,091,468 10,898,044
Not Specified # # # # #
Other # # # # #
Other Visual Problems # # # # #
Poor Outcome - Fractures Etc. 5 825,931 144,059 362,000 1,331,990
Pressure Sores 33 975,854 115,397 717,709 1,808,960
Psychiatric/Psychological Dmge 6 264,258 88,511 366,700 719,470
Removal Of Testicle # # # # #
Scarring 12 144,424 74,411 357,604 576,439
Spinal Damage # # # # #
Unnecessary Pain 98 3,142,366 949,153 3,097,498 7,189,016
Fracture 9 368,616 43,434 169,483 581,532
Perforation # # # # #
Tissue Damage 7 338,216 42,156 126,431 506,803
Multiple Disabilities # # # # #
Rupture # # # # #
Other Infection # # # # #
Bruising/ Extravasation 5 68,500 6,093 34,350 108,943
Thrombosis/Embolism 34 1,512,025 342,360 1,584,870 3,439,255
Respiratory Disorder/ Failure # # # # #
Bowel Damage/ Dysfunction 9 830,750 121,409 598,000 1,550,159
Renal Damage/ Failure 10 1,021,084 226,287 963,917 2,211,288
Bladder Damage # # # # #
Loss Of Sexual Function # # # # #
Burn(s) 11 116,137 11,974 129,523 257,634
Cardiovascular Condition # # # # #
Paraplegia 7 4,430,237 341,790 1,595,966 6,367,993
Brain Damage # # # # #
Stroke 14 2,451,032 381,821 941,072 3,773,925
Peritonitis # # # # #
Joint Damage 6 365,725 60,101 303,588 729,414
Blindness # # # # #
Cardiac Arrest 6 878,374 52,226 167,750 1,098,349
Loss Of Kidney # # # # #
Cancer # # # # #
Advanced Stage Cancer # # # # #
Hospital Acquired Infection 5 170,619 31,620 98,375 300,615
Foot Drop 28 2,707,344 312,513 908,526 3,928,383
Compartment Syndrome 6 1,216,048 155,840 428,684 1,800,572
Aneurysm 14 1,470,414 171,119 666,598 2,308,132
Arterial Damage 14 1,050,437 175,996 577,795 1,804,228
Partial Paralysis 7 1,104,336 172,913 491,310 1,768,559
Anal Fissure # # # # #
Limb Deformity # # # # #
Vocal Cord Damage # # # # #
Partial Hearing Loss # # # # #
Grand Total 957 116,930,057 16,477,432 56,486,143 189,893,633
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Table 5: Analysis of Primary Causes for Claims Closed between financial years 2001/02 to 2020/21 with a damages payment, for claims
where the specialty was 'Vascular Surgery’ (includes the damages paid to date for any claims settled on a periodical payment order
basis)

Closed_Settled Y
Claim_Outcome_FOI Damages Paid

NHS Legal Claimant Legal

Year of Closure (Settlement Year for PPOs) Damages Paid Costs Paid Costs Paid Total Paid

Equipment Malfunction # # # # #
Fail / Delay Treatment 239 29,274,090 4,350,475 15,849,998 49,474,563
Fail To Carry Out PO Observs. 13 1,042,155 194,916 619,879 1,856,949
Fail To Follow-Up Arrangements 6 473,315 65,244 252,500 791,060
Fail To Recog. Complication Of 55 6,885,667 1,007,814 2,969,650 10,863,131
Fail To Supervise # # # # #
Fail To Warn-Informed Consent 51 5,168,894 966,020 3,291,894 9,426,808
Failure To Perform Operation 14 1,574,332 339,588 1,196,288 3,110,208
Failure/Delay Diagnosis 128 26,861,499 3,119,772 10,615,046 40,596,316
Inadequate Monitoring Intra-Op 7 272,009 58,396 88,227 418,632
Inadequate Nursing Care 45 1,549,526 250,766 1,487,295 3,287,586
Inappropriate Treatment 50 7,079,352 968,778 3,148,669 11,196,799
Intra-Op Problems 113 13,645,386 1,860,450 5,504,600 21,010,437
Lack Of Assistance/Care 5 117,000 15,808 47,250 180,058
Lack Of Facilities/Equipment # # # # #
Other # # # # #
Delay In Performing Operation 41 9,557,953 1,104,401 3,030,994 13,693,349
Operator Error 19 889,094 219,839 991,108 2,100,041
Fail/Delay Admitting To Hosp. 9 1,493,050 260,173 1,181,345 2,934,568
Infusion Problems # # # # #
Foreign Body Left In Situ 22 186,534 27,310 226,663 440,507
Inapprop. Case Selection # # # # #
Application Of Excess Force # # # # #
Lack Of Pre-Op Evaluation # # # # #
Retained Instrument Post-Operation 11 148,701 15,825 81,093 245,619
Fail To Act On Abnorm Test Res 10 1,522,405 166,500 866,500 2,555,405
Wrong Diagnosis 6 660,152 143,000 346,369 1,149,521
Fail/Delay Referring To Hosp. 8 1,070,468 136,876 568,454 1,775,798
Failed Infection Control Policy/Hospital Hygiene # # # # #
Medication Errors 13 449,500 66,900 278,524 794,925
Err With Agnt/Dose/Route/Selec 7 638,778 102,259 543,113 1,284,150
Perform. Of Op. Not Indicated 6 449,431 55,745 211,403 716,579
Diathermy Burns/react. To Prep 6 90,750 7,739 80,927 179,416
Failure To Perform Tests 18 2,799,042 262,508 1,000,348 4,061,898
Bacterial Infection # # # # #
Inappropriate Discharge 10 390,377 125,100 364,760 880,237
Unexpected Death # # # # #
Fail To Infrm Test Rslts # # # # #
Failure To X-Ray # # # # #
Wrong Site Surgery 6 169,250 100,164 214,661 484,075
Incorrect Injection Site # # # # #
Cross Infection # # # # #
Re-Canalisation # # # # #
Problem Blood Fluids # # # # #
Grand Total 957 116,930,057 16,477,432 56,486,143 189,893,633
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